Covela Escolha Tinto 2004
Minho

UK agent: Corney and Barrow
Tel: 020 7265 2400

Web: www.corney-barrow.co.uk
Price £13.49

This wine is made from Touriga Nacional,
Cabernet Franc, Merlot, and

Syrah grapes. It is unoaked and is
produced at the Quinta de Covela,
overlooking the Douro river. The
grapes are grown at low altitude
in organic soil. Quinta de Covela
has been in existence since the
16th century, within a beautiful
amphitheatre site, in the region
known as the Low Douro. This
is typical of the rich, elegant,
organic reds produced by
this estate and is a perfect
blend of Portuguese and
international grape varieties.
The Quinta de Covela
produces up to 80,000

bottles of wine each year.

W Qur verdict: Preserved red

fruit, almost like jam, with lots of
volume on the palate, and a dry
woody finish. This wine [s quite
tart with aromas of tobacco.

" Rating:

mushrooms. {t is quite acidic, with a
slight taste of blackeurrants and unripe blackbetries.
* Rating:

Luis PatoVinhas
Velhas 2004
Beiras

UK agent: Raymond
Reynolds

Tel: 01663 742230
Web: www.raymondreynolds.co.uk
Price: £14.99

Made from the regional Baga grape, grown in
45-year-old vineyards, this wine is made ina
rich but supple style and matured in large new
and used casks for a period of 12 months. It was
grown and bottled by Luis Pato, one of Portugal's
best known winemakers, He produces high
quality wines, most of them red and made
from the Baga grape which needs chalky
soils. This winery has an international
reputation and is due south of Porto, not
far from the sea. Located at the heart
of the viticultural Bairrada region, with
its origins in the thermal waters, itisa
renowned conservation area.
® Our verdict: This wine has a spicy aroma
and is very rich, with a hint of blackcurrants.
It would go particularly well with steak or
other red meat and is definitely more of a
winter wine to be served with hearty food.
% Rating: *

W Rating:

Quinta da Gaivosa 2003

Douro

UK agent: Top Selection Ltd, Tel: 020 7499 4440
Web: www.topselection.co.uk

or: Atlantico UK, Ltd, Tel: 020 8649 7444

Web: www.atlantico.co.uk

Price: £20

This wine is produced exclusively in years when
the grape harvest is of exceptional quality. It is a
combination of Tinta Roriz, Touriga Franca Tinto Cao,
Touriga Nacional and other grape varieties. Quinta
da Gaivosa is a family-run estate and is one of five
quintas in the Douro region owned by the Alves de
Sousa family. The wine producer, Domingos Alves
de Sousa is descended from a family of winegrowers
from the Douro valley. His wines have received
recognition for their quality, winning various awards
and accolades in wine magazines.

% Our verdict: Creamy and velvety, with a hint of
vanilla. Beautifully balanced with firm tannins. This
wine has a very nice flavour with a hint of wood,
truffles, red fruit and leather. .

Rating: *
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